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Joseph H. Walker
Joseph holds a bachelors degree in business management and is a certified dietary manager and food protection professional. He is an authorized instructor through the National Restaurant Association in various ServSafe courses.  Joe is working toward a masters in business administration with a concentration in human resource management.
He has over 32 years of foodservice experience beginning at 13 when he served as Assistant Food Director for the Boy Scout Camp near his home where 700+ meals were served three times daily to scouts visiting from various states east of the Mississippi.  At 14, he was named Food Service Director and supervised 30 staff members. When not in the kitchen, Joe also served as lifeguard. Joe attained the highest honor in Scouting by completing the requirements for the Eagle Scout – with all three palms.
Joe enjoyed swimming, piano and basketball while in elementary & middle school.  He graduated up to the hiking, Chess Club and Political Club as well as participated in his high school’s marching band where be played the tuba, clarinet, trombone and saxophone.
Joe served in the United States Navy for over 3 years as a cook and supply officer. He completed “sub school” and served aboard the USS Batfish – a fast attack nuclear submarine. While in the Navy, Joe completed advanced courses in record keeping from San Diego University. He received the Navy’s Expeditionary Medal for navigating under the northern polar ice cap. He was also awarded various Letters of Recognition for service above and beyond the call of duty. When not aboard ship, Joe restored some 200+ cars to mint condition and rebuilt over 10 engines.
Joe has worked in various types of restaurants in various functional positions. His career spans California Dreaming, Applebee’s, Ruby Tuesday, Arby’s, Cracker Barrel, Panera Bread, Chop House, Piccadilly, 5 Star Food Service, Marriott, and Hamilton County School Nutrition Program.  His experience includes server, lead server, host, dish washer, fry cook, prep cook, line cook, bar tender, restaurant supervisor, assistant general manager, general manager, cafeteria manager, food service manager, food service director.
Dedicated to family and friends, Joe visited his grandmother every other week taking her to lunch and grocery shopping for over 8 years prior to her death in 2008 at 96.
Joseph currently makes his home in Chattanooga, TN where he enjoys landscaping, swimming, working out, movies, computer gaming, remote control cars, teaching and traveling.
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