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Doug is the administrative assistant, community liaison, and project manager of the Chattanooga-based, PAR Foundation while completing a bachelor’s degree in Sociology. Beginning his college studies at Notre Dame, then to Purdue, Doug will be graduating from Ashford University in 2012 and plans to pursue further graduate education in counseling and human sexuality.  He founded of Standing Together in Tolerance Changing Humanity (STITCH), an organization focusing on gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgendered and questioning (GLBTQ) youth while providing safe environments and reducing suicide attempts via educational support programs.
While attending Highland High School in Highland, IN, Doug served as student body president his senior year, member of student council (7-12th grade), class president sophomore & junior years.  He participated in the Academic Decathlon taking 1st 2nd 3rd place awards, speech and debate team placing 1st in Region, Natural Helper- a program for bullying and harassment in youth; president his junior & senior years of Turning Resources and Energy Into New Directions (TREND) - a youth anti-drug and alcohol program, STAND president, organizer of the day of silence in High School, a student exchange between two schools in the area to combat bullying and identify issues within the school, group leader of “Snowflake”, a program dedicated to working with younger students to build self confidence, and lead high school students into elementary and middle schools to educate on bullying, harassment, substance abuse, and addiction. Doug successfully mentored GLBTQ and straight supporters in developing four Gay-Straight Alliances (GSA) in local schools, and began a chapter of Socially Together and Naturally Diverse (STAND).  Doug attended the National Youth Leadership Conference in Washington D.C. in 2003, Indiana Teen Institute in 2002, and Hoosier Boys State in 2002.  He founded and served as president as the Student Advisory Council at in 2003 where he focused on the needs of the student body.  Doug was the keynote speaker for his high school’s Sept. 11th Memorial in 2002.  He was also active in the Chess Club, Environmental Club, Spanish Club, National Honor Society, Bowling Club.  He participated in theater elementary school through high school, Madrigal Choir, Hand-bell Choir and started “After 6 Ensemble” a precussion group.
In 2003, he was the recipient of the Principle’s Leadership Award, Outstanding Citizenship Award, Leadership Award from the American Legion due to his involvement in the 9-11 Memorial Project.  He placed 2nd place in Indiana State Music Association completion (individual) and took 1st place in group.  Doug has been recognized for his skill in bowling at local, region and state competition.  
Since high school, he has coordinated projects including: four suicide prevention conferences in the states of Tennessee and Indiana; Leadership Lock-in for youth, a community wide project on the Day of Silence (a day devoted to bullying and harassment in GLBT youth), homeless awareness project, and several HIV/AIDS and suicide walks. Doug has attended the World Suicide Awareness Conference in 2009 in N.Y.C.. He has participated in  various trainings and workshops including Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in Chicago during 2010; International Critical Incident Stress Foundation’s Group and Individual Crisis Intervention, Suicide Intervention Prevention Postvention in 2010; Contact Cares Crisis Calling in 2004; Event Planner workshop in Atlanta during 2005, and numerous national conference calls addressing GLBT programs focusing on bullying and harassment, HIV/AIDS, Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, and education in schools.; National Coming Out Day at the First Unitarian Church of Hobart in 2009; Gary Pride Festival in 2009; Freedom to Marry/Equality in 2009; Homeless GLBT Youth at Wingspan Community Center in Tucson, AZ in 2009, and has provided numerous speeches for schools on bullying and harassment, GLBT acceptance, and positive action.  He has completed various trainings in the Law of Attraction and Changing Negative Thoughts and Emotions into Positive Thinking.  Doug has completed training in financial services from Primerica and currently holds a Life Insurance License in the state of Indiana.
While attending college beginning in 2003, he worked as an english and math tutor at Purdue University. Over the next 5 years, Doug lost 8 close family members to death (natural, accidental and suicide). Doug continues to play the piano, which he has enjoyed since 7 year of age.  Doug is victim of verbal and physical bullying and sexual abuse.  He is a suicide attempt survivor and suicide survivor of his middle school friend, grandmother & step father’s suicide.
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